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MARYLAND’S STATE EDUCATION SYSTEM RANKS AMONG NATION’S BEST

NATIONAL EDUCATION NEWSPAPER SAYS MARYLAND, TWO OTHER STATES, ‘LEAD THE PACK’

BALTIMORE  (January 9, 2008) – The steadfast quality of Maryland public schools ranks them third in the nation according to an independent national report being released today.

Education Week, the nation’s leading education newspaper, found that Maryland’s state education system—along with systems in Massachusetts and New York—is “leading the pack.”  The three were the only systems in the nation deserving of a “B” grade in the newspaper’s annual “Quality Counts” study.  At the same time, all three state school systems have been led by long-term state superintendents.  

Maryland had the most consistent quality of any state system on the six categories assessed in the report.  Both student performance and education policies, as in the other two leading states, reflect more than a decade of work on a preK-12 curriculum; state accountability and standards; and work on school readiness, high school reform, and preparation for college and the workplace.  

The publication’s detailed analysis of state education systems rated academic achievement in Maryland to be second in the nation, just behind Massachusetts.  Moreover, it found that Maryland students have a much better chance for success than those in most other states.  

“We have taken very seriously our work over the past sixteen years to build a coherent approach to school reform in Maryland.  The ‘Quality Counts’ report affirms Maryland’s leadership among the nation’s most desirable places to live and work,” said State Superintendent of Schools Nancy S. Grasmick.  “Maryland students, parents, educators, and taxpayers have much to be proud of when reviewing this report.  Our education system’s strength augurs well for continued state job growth through base realignment and other business opportunities.”
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Education Week rated states in the following six performance and policy areas:  Chance for Success; K-12 Achievement; Standards, Assessment, and Accountability; Transitions and Alignment; Teaching Profession; and School Finance. Maryland’s top individual grades were awarded in Chance for Success, K-12 Achievement, and Transitions and Alignment.  Chance for Success captures a number of factors, including early childhood preparation, school performance, and educational and economic outcomes in adulthood. 

Maryland received high marks for K-12 achievement, ranking second in the nation with a strong showing on National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) scores, high school graduation rates, and Advanced Placement (AP) performance.  The national average for this category was a D+, in comparison with B grades for Maryland and Massachusetts.  Maryland was particularly noted for its AP performance, which the report ranked as the nation’s best.

This is the first year that Education Week graded Transitions and Alignment.  This area assesses states on efforts to align K-12 schooling with pre-K, higher education, and the workplace, and whether the education systems work coherently.  Maryland received a B+, third in the nation.  The average grade was a C.

As Maryland continues to implement the High School Assessment program, it is notable that the top five states in the “Quality Counts” report all have some form of high school exit exam in place.

Education Week has often spotlighted the strength of Maryland schools in “Quality Counts.”  The highly regarded report, now in its 12th year, has gone through some major changes over the past two years, while continuing to assess state progress in a variety of areas key to classroom success. 

Most of the state-level data gathered by Education Week comes from a policy survey of the states conducted in the summer and fall of 2007.  In addition, the publication draws on state-level data from such organizations as the U.S. Department of Education, U.S. Bureau of the Census, and the American Federation of Teachers.
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