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Tugs nuzzle the Libertad into dock at the Inner Harbor Wednesday morning. 
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BALTIMORE - 

It’s no secret Baltimore City’s universities drive investment and development in the neighborhoods surrounding their campuses. The media extensively covers the Westside revitalization fueled by the University of Maryland, Baltimore. On the east side of the city, Johns Hopkins Hospital drives a complete change in the landscape.

An area deserving equal time in this conversation is midtown Baltimore. Home to both the University of Baltimore and the Maryland Institute College of Art, the area sits north of Mount Vernon and encompasses many of Baltimore’s most vital cultural establishments, including the Baltimore Symphony Orchestra and The Lyric Theatre. Midtown also includes Penn Station — where thousands of commuters and travelers pass through every day.

More and more, midtown has become a destination and a community, as opposed to an area one drives through to get downtown, to visit the symphony or to see a show, or to commute to class. 

MICA and the University of Baltimore foster this change. In 2003, MICA completed its 61,410 square-foot glass and steel Brown Center. MICA also is finishing renovations to the 110-year-old Mount Royal Station, a neighborhood landmark that was the premier passenger station for the B&O Railroad until it closed in 1961. Mount Royal Station now houses MICA’s Rinehart School of Sculpture. 

University of Baltimore has been adding new buildings to complement its shift into offering four-year degree programs for full-time students. The 38,000-square-foot UB Student Center serves as a gathering point for the campus. 

The new construction also moves south on Charles Street with University of Baltimore’s 1300 North Charles Street. Two projects bring housing to the area. The first is Struever Bros. Eccles & Rouse’s condominium development at 1209 North Charles, a $42 million mixed-use project. This development features 103 condominiums, 16,500 square feet of retail and restaurant space, and 140 parking spaces.

The second project sits around the corner. Ten West Chase, the former home of Calvert School, will house 13 condominium units.

All of this development drives more pedestrian traffic in the area and brings the entire midtown area together. The Station North Arts & Entertainment district north of I-83 and Penn Station, also is seeing considerable development, with new townhomes under way in the 1700 block of North Calvert Street. That project brings a $10 million investment to that community.

The biggest project in the area is the $800 million redevelopment of the State Center site off of Martin Luther King Boulevard. Struever Bros. Eccles & Rouse will transform this 25-acre site just south of Bolton Hill into a mix of retail, residential and office space.

The State Center redevelopment will be transit-oriented, to maximize usage of the nearby subway, light rail and bus lines.

With University of Baltimore and MICA’s expansions, as well as the multitude of residential and retail developments, Baltimore City’s midtown is no longer an area to be passed through or visited intermittently. Midtown is fast becoming a hub of cultural attractions, multiple transportation options, and a vibrant destination place attracting permanent residents and strengthening its sense of community.

J. Thomas (Tom) Sadowski is the Executive Vice President of The Economic Alliance of Greater Baltimore, a public/private partnership that markets the greater Baltimore region. Tom can be reached at jtsadowski@greaterbaltimore or 410-637-4113.
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