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ENTREPRENEUR PAUL SILBER NAMED AS
BALTIMORE’S EXTRAORDINARY TECH ADVOCATE FOR 2007

BALTIMORE, MD (9/06/07) – Paul Silber, former President and CEO of In Vitro Technologies – a company he founded and eventually sold to Celsis International plc in 2006 - has been named the 2007 winner of Baltimore's Extraordinary Technology Advocate (BETA) Award, the Greater Baltimore Technology Council (GBTC) announced today.

The BETA Award is presented annually at the GBTC's TechNite celebration to that individual whose words and actions have had an outstanding impact on Greater Baltimore's technology community.

"In Vitro Technologies (IVT) truly started it all – bio in Greater Baltimore,” explained GBTC Executive Director Steve Kozak.  “And Paul Silber has been an active leader, if not THE leader, of this region’s biotech community for years.  Entrepreneur, mentor, advisor, angel investor – he’s been there…for everyone, always, all the time.  The GBTC would like to congratulate Paul on this very well-deserved honor.  We couldn't have picked a better leader or a better person for this prestigious award.”
“Paul Silber has grown In Vitro Technologies from two people in a trailer on the edge of our campus into a global success,” said UMBC president Freeman Hrabowski, who is also a past recipient of the BETA award.  “Along the way, Paul and IVT have truly helped put UMBC and Baltimore on the world’s biotech map.”

Hrabowski continues, “Even after achieving so much, Paul and IVT continue to give back to the community by mentoring other entrepreneurs, hiring UMBC graduates and sponsoring blood drives on campus. The entire UMBC family is delighted to congratulate Paul on this well-deserved honor.”

As a scientist, Silber founded IVT in Texas in 1990 and shortly thereafter, moved the start-up company to UMBC’s business incubator.   Sixteen years and 70 employees later, IVT had expanded its international business to Japan, the U.K. and Germany.  In 2006, Paul sold IVT to Celsis International plc for $30M.  

Silber has an undergraduate degree in Biology from Carleton College, a Master's degree in Public Health from the University of Alabama and a Ph.D. in Pharmacology and Toxicology from the University of Arizona.  A Baltimore native, Silber is married with 3 children and currently resides in Baltimore County.  
Silber will be presented with the BETA Award at TechNite: "Small Giants." TechNite will be held on Wednesday, October 24, 5:15 - 8:30 p.m., at the Baltimore Convention Center (One West Pratt Street in Downtown Baltimore).

Previous BETA recipients include Frank Bonsal, Founding Partner of New Enterprise Associates, Steve Walker, Steve Walker and Associates & Walker Ventures; former SafeNet CEO Tony Caputo; Frank Adams of Grotech Capital Group; Bill Streuver of Streuver Bros. Eccles & Rouse; Chris Foster, former Deputy Secretary of the Maryland Department of Business and Economic Development (DBED) and Jeong Kim of Lucent Technologies. 

Candidates for the BETA Award are nominated by GBTC members.  A Selection Committee, comprised of former GBTC Chairmen, current GBTC Board members and TechNite sponsors narrowed the list of candidates and selected this year’s winner.  

TechNite is Greater Baltimore's premier night out for the business and technology communities, drawing more than 1,000 attendees from tech executives and entrepreneurs, to Fortune 500 businesses, university and government officials and more. 

Tickets for TechNite are $155 for GBTC members and $185 for non-members. To register or for more information, contact the GBTC at 410-327-9148 or visit the TechNite website at: www.gbtechcouncil.org/technite2007.  
About the GBTC (www.gbtechcouncil.org)

The Greater Baltimore Technology Council is devoted to one goal: growing the region’s technology community. The GBTC asks tech companies what they need to grow and provides it through innovative programming. The GBTC creates forums where organizations can meet, learn, and do business. Finally, the GBTC celebrates the community’s successes, spreading the word that technology businesses thrive here. 
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