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MAnufActurinG
GrEAtEr BAltiMorE
industry ProfilE

Quick fActs

EMPloyMEnt

Manufacturing remains a top contributor to the national and Greater Baltimore 
economies. Despite a steady decline in manufacturing employment since the 1970s, 
the industry has continued to produce a consistent share of the national GDP. In the 
last two years, Greater Baltimore manufacturing employment has stabilized, and has 
seen its best performance since 1990.

The AmounT mAnufAcTurinG  
employmenT hAs Grown  
since mArch 2015

lArGEst locAl  
MAnufActurinG 
EMPloyErs
 rAnk coMPAny 

 1  northrop Grumman

 2   cristal inorganic  
chemicals us

 3  lockheed martin

 4  e2 Acquisition corp.

 5  mccormick & co.

Port of BAltiMorE: Most EfficiEnt u.s. Port
it is also a key hub in the national Gateway project  #1
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mAnufAcTurinG employees  
in GreATer BAlTimore  
eArn An AvErAGE of $65,150,  
compAred To $56,010 nATionAlly

Baltimore finds itself in the middle of the pack  
in manufacturing employment change for 2016.  

(middle 5 of 25 similAr performinG meTros)
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one of the industries driving 
the Greater Baltimore 
manufacturing resurgence 

is food manufacturing. Food is 
the second-largest manufacturing 
subsector behind computer 
and electronic products. Food 
manufacturing grew 12 percent 
from Q1 2012 to Q4 2015, 
adding nearly 2,000 jobs over that 
period. These added jobs account 
for approximately two percent of 
total manufacturing employment. 
With this Baltimore industry being 
further strengthened by innovation 
and entrepreneurship spaces such 
as B-More Kitchen and Baltimore 
Food Hub, things are smelling 
great for food manufacturing.

food MAnufActurinG 

HiGH tEcH

rEGionAl rEsourcEs

 1. portland-Vancouver-hillsboro 4.10
 2. minneapolis-st. paul-Bloomington  2.60
 3. Boston-cambridge-newton  2.45
 4. san diego-carlsbad 2.42
 5. phoenix-mesa-scottsdale  2.20
 6. dallas-fort worth-Arlington  1.63
 7. los Angeles-long Beach-Anaheim  1.59
 8. san francisco-oakland-hayward  1.48
 9. Greater Baltimore  1.21
 10. Tampa-st. petersburg-clearwater  1.02 

Greater Baltimore hosts numerous manufacturing leaders, cultivating the makers of tomorrow and advancing the manufacturing ecosystem in the region.

innovAtion cEntErs

toP MAnufActurErs

maryland ranks as the 4th  
most high-Tech manufacturing state  
(% of scientists and engineers).

food mAnufAcTurinG 
employmenT GrowTh 
Q1 2006 To Q1 2016

9.7%
incrEAsE 

Highest densities  
of science and 
Engineering occupations
(Aerospace: 8.4x the national average)

Growth of science and 
engineering occupation 
density in Maryland  
since 2006

sEctor                      dEnsity sEctor                  % GrowtHu.s. rAnkinG

#4 Most  
HiGH-tEcH 
sTATe

HiGHEst u.s. coMPutEr And ElEctronics 
MAnufActurinG EMPloyMEnt concEntrAtion

hiGh-Tech mAnufAcTurinG rEtAinEd twicE  
As MucH of its workforcE compAred  
To oTher mAnufAcTurinG oVer The lAsT  
10 yeArs from Q1 2006 – Q1 2016

while employment growth 
has struggled over the last 
decade, the technological 

potency of Greater Baltimore 
manufacturing has grown at a 
steady pace. As the industry 
becomes more high-tech, the 
wages and value-add continue 
to increase, and provides the 
region with a solid foundation to 
build upon in the Industry 4.0 
age. Maryland has seven high-
tech industry groups, defined by 
Brookings as industries that have 
greater than twice the average 
density of science and engineering 
occupations. These high-tech 
industry groups were more resilient 
during the manufacturing slowdown 
in the region, contracting only half 
as much as other industry groups. 
Leading the way in developing 
the next wave of high-tech 
manufacturing entrepreneurs are 
spaces like The Foundry and Open 
Works, where makers have access 
to the advanced manufacturing 
tools of the future.

Aerospace  951%  
structural metals  178%  
medical equipment  156%  
machine shops 129%
heating and A/c  127%  
motor Vehicle parts  84%  
printing and support  77% 

Aerospace 8.40
navigational & measuring 6.80
communications equip. 3.41
pharmaceutical 2.61
semiconductors 2.57
other electronics 2.24
motor Vehicle  2.02


